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Text: Gen. 6:6-9;-9:29 
(Heb. 11:7)  3rd Feb., 2013

Introduction: “By the Eyes of Faith, Noah ….which is by Faith”. In our Christian pilgrimage, beloved, IT IS WELL! Tell the next person by you that IT IS WELL! Why? In our PILGRIMAGE when this world does not welcome us, it does not extend a hand of friendship, WHY is it WELL? Because we have the eyes of faith! Looking to Jesus we see sin cast out, Looking to Jesus we see the body of sin and death destroyed, Looking to Jesus we see the soul made perfect, and fit to be a partaker of the HEAVENLY INHERITANCE of the SAINTS in LIGHT. Noah, had the eyes of faith! He did not look at things that are seen to live. The Bible says, “while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18). With Christ, “for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrew 12:2. The eternal JOY set before Him outweighs the temporal pleasures of this world. 
Noah with the eyes of faith led a life that was different from what was common in his days. 
Shall we pray…..
Noah, a man like us! The grandson of Methuselah the man who lived the longest on earth. In his days on earth, the Bible says in Gen. 6 that sin was on ascendency as a result people became very evil and it grieved God’s heart for creating mankind. Therefore, God decided to destroy mankind from the earth. 

But in the midst of this sinful world was a man named Noah who was found by God to be a righteous man. In Heb. 11:7 the Bible says “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” In this text, we can identify five actions of faith that Noah lived for, therefore was credited to him as a righteous man before God. The first is.
· Warned of God of things not yet seen – Hebrews 11:7.

What were the things that were not yet been seen during Noah’s day? In Genesis 6:13, the Bible says that “And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.”

God warned Noah of the destruction of mankind with the earth because of their rebelliousness. Mankind at that time has not heard about that before. It might sound very ridiculous at that time. Like we may say today, how can the God of love want to destroy? Has He changed? No our God has not changed but He ensures justice! Just as He is loving! 

The world at that time was filled with activities like our present world today. In Matt. 24:37-39, “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. “
The world of eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage was the order of the day. The passions of the people have become dead and inactive to the purpose of God, instead have become active to their own passions and good will in life. The world of competition, struggle for power, fame and riches is the order of their days. The world of self satisfaction and fulfilling of the desires of the flesh over the expense of God’s command and will for our life.

Today, the affairs of the day have blinded our eyes and mind that we could not understand the judgment of God. Jesus said, "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." Revelation 16:15. Today, many of us will be taken by surprise and will be naked and shamefully exposed because we are not keeping vigil. The Son of man shall come and He is coming very soon! We have not seen Christ come as a judge before so we can chose to be like the people of Noah’s day or believe like Noah. 
God might be warning us today about a particular lifestyle or sin in our lives. He want us to turn from them else He is coming soon, yet we take Him for granted and will not believe. We may think it is not true and will not happen. Should God’s judgment be true why so long a time? Why has it not come to pass?

The Bible says in 2 Peter 3:3-8, “knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,… like we have among us today. People make fun of the coming of the Lord by not having any fear of God in their heart even though they are in the house of God. Saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” …… But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Matt. 24:37. With the eyes of Faith, Noah believed the things which were not seen. How about us? Are we ready to believe Christ coming back and judgment? If our answer is YES, then let us be “MOVED WITH FEAR” as the second action Faith Noah took. He was..
· Moved with Fear! – Reverence towards God! Hebrews 11:7.
Noah was moved with godly fear to believe God and His promises. In Genesis 6:22, the Bible says, “Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.” Noah obeyed God to the fullest; he accepted God’s will for him and his family. 
It might look very difficult at that time for Noah to believe what God was asking him to do, something that was not common. Leading a life directly opposite to what the world accept. What will his family think of him? What will be the perception of the society about him?

He did not consider all these but ignored all the ridicules and fully walked with God. By Faith, which is by Faith! Nothing else!

How ready are we also to live a life of God which is opposite to the world?

The ways and callings of God on our lives might not be known or common to us, might not be welcome by our peers, it might not be rationale but still God expect us with reverential fear accept it and obey to the fullest. People may ridicule us but it is better for men to disown us and be accepted by God than God the reject us to hell of men. With the eyes of Faith, Noah was moved with fear to obey God! Are we moved with the fear of God? If YES, how ready are we to “PREPARE AN ARK TO THE SAVING OF OUR FAMILY?” Noah did as third action…
· Noah, prepared an ARK to the saving of his house – He worked on his and the family salvation! Hebrews 11:7
In Genesis 7:1, “Then the Lord said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.” Noah’s righteousness influenced his family, he worked on them to believe what he believes and they serve his God. They could have decided not to believe Noah and live their own life but were influenced by his righteousness thereby, safe their lives. Noah’s first congregation is his family! He prepared himself and his family. The people in the circle of our influence are our congregation. 
How prepared are we to escape the judgment of God? How are we preparing our first congregation to escape the judgment that is coming on the world? How are we preparing the people in our circle of influence to escape the coming judgment? 
The Bible says in Philippines 2:12, that “…., work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;” Our salvation is by FAITH in Christ not by works or deeds! Yet, we are asked by God to stay in constant fellowship with the Lord with godly fear and trembling. Avoid sin, and abstain from every appearance of evil. A deliberate effort to stop sinning, stop going to night clubs, stop smoking, stop drinking, stop that illicit relationship. Do we think our Lord Jesus will go night clubbing, drinking, smoking, and fleeting around? No, He will not do that, therefore, we are also asked to stay away, else He will come as a Thief when we are not aware and we will be caught naked and shamefully, missing Heaven. The family of Noah worked on their salvation. 
God expect us as a body of Christ to “… encourage each other and build each other up….” 1 Thess. 5:11. Noah and his family were there for each other to encourage and build each other up. So that they can be a Church ready for His coming.
God want us “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;” Romans 12:10-12. That was the life that Noah and family lived for so that they can grow into the fullness of Christ when He shall come and usher us into His kingdom. With the eyes of Faith, Noah could clearly see Jesus in charge over his family! Do we SEE Jesus in charge over our family? If YES, then we are Charged to condemn the world of SIN! Noah did as the fourth action …
· Noah condemned the world of sin – He preached righteousness to the world! Heb. 11:7.
In 2 Peter 2:5, it was noted that, Noah was a preacher of righteousness…He preached the Gospel for 120 years condemning the world of sin. He did not compromise with the world. He gave no excuses but shared the Gospel. By his lifestyle, commitment and obedience to God, all testified that he walked with God. His second congregation was the world, his generation. He preached to them… 
As apostle Paul charged Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:1-2, that “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”

The same way, by faith we are charged by Christ to preach the Gospel, be ready in season and out of season. Christ said, in Luke 19:13 “…occupy till I come.” Our mandate is until Christ comes! Noah failed not until God asked him to enter into the ark! We are also commissioned, until we are called home by death or until Christ shall come we have to keep preaching the Gospel in every corner we find ourselves. Our conduct, utterances, actions and inactions must preach the Word. With the eyes of Faith, Noah preached the Word to his generation! Are we also known as preacher of righteousness? If YES, we are heir of righteousness – Justified by Faith just as Noah which the final…
· Became heir of righteousness – Justified by Faith! Hebrews 11:7. 
Beloved, in Romans 3:22, the Bible says “even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;” 

Noah believed therefore obtained the eternal promise of God. Noah by faith believed God and was justified. Against all odds of life, he believed in God, walked with God in faith and was credited to him righteousness. He lived his life as a total stranger to the world of sin. He set his eyes on God seeking the kingdom which foundation and builder is Jesus Christ. 

Today, are we looking to Jesus with the eyes of Faith, and nothing else? So that we can be accredited as righteous!
For all that we are all looking for, the riches, power, fame, and glory are all temporal. The true riches, power, fame and glory are all found in Jesus Christ. They are all in that Heavenly CITY which foundation and builder is God! Hebrews 11:10. When we look to Jesus with the eyes of Faith! Nothing else! We will be with Him in His CITY!
If we want to go to Heaven, the CITY of Christ, then as Noah did, we have to believe God’s warning of judgment! We have to be moved with godly fear to genuine repentance! We have to lead a godly life to enable us preach the Word of God to our generation! We have to be JUSTIFIED by God! With the eyes of Faith Looking to Jesus, we can be with Him some day!
Maybe you are here and you are wondering how to escape the judgment of God that is coming on this world of evil. Jesus is here to safe you and give you hope. If only you will believe and be moved with godly fear this morning to accept Him as your Lord and personal savior. If you are interested and want to escape the coming judgment, can you say these prayers after me?
Our Heavenly Father, I come before You in the Name of Jesus confessing I am a sinner and therefore needs Your forgiveness. I confess our Lord Jesus as my Lord and personal Savoir. I renounce all my evil ways and profess to follow You and obey You all the days of my life. Come into my life and be the Lord over my life. Thank you for saving me, in Jesus Christ. Amen
Beloved in Christ, should there be any time that we need prayer than ever before, is now! Therefore, I want us to pray seeking the unction of the Holy Spirit to rest upon our hearts, that the kingdom of Christ may come, and that his "will be done on earth, even as it is in heaven;" 
Again, let us seek God’s strength to doubly our fervency in prayer, to doubly our earnestness, we should wrestle more at the throne than we have ever done before. 

Let us pray![image: image1.png]





